and in the endeavour to increase the yield of milk.
There was in the book also a comparison between the
cow and the buffalo.
"HINDU" AND "HINDUISM"
Gandhiji then referred to a question that was sent
by a member of the audience: What is a Hindu? What
is the origin of the word? Is there any Hinduism?
These were pertinent questions for the time. He
was no historian, he laid claim to no learning. But he
had read in some authentic book on Hinduism that
the word 'Hindu' did not occur in the Vedas but when
Alexander the Great invaded India, the inhabitants
of the country to the east of the Sindhu, which is known
by the English-speaking Indians as the Indus, were
described as Hindus. The letter CS3 had become <H5 in
Greek. The religion of these inhabitants became Hin-
duism and as they knew it, it was a most tolerant reli-
gion. It gave shelter to the early Christians who had
fled from persecution, also to the Jews known as Beni-
Israel as also to the Parsis. He was proud to belong to
that Hinduism which was all-inclusive, k and which
stood for tolerance. Aryan scholars swore by what they
called the Vedic religion and Hindustan was otherwise
known as Aryavarta. He had no such aspiration. Hin-
dustan of his conception was all-sufficing for him. It
certainly included the Vedas, but it included also much
more. He could detect no inconsistency in declaring
that he could without in any way whatsoever impairing
the dignity of Hinduism pay equal homage to the best
of Islam, Christianity, Zoroastrianism and Judaism.
Such Hinduism will live as long as the sun shines. Tul-
sidas had summed it up in one doha: "The root of religion
is embedded in Mercy, whereas egotism is rooted in
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